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meeting each other on the bridge. Shapur remarked:
* This may be easily remedied. Let another bridge be built,
so that those who come may use one,, and those who go the
other.3 The Mobeds who had heard these words of the
royal prince drew their [favourable] conclusions. When
he was between six and seven years of age, he became fond
of riding on horseback, and of playing chugan.'264 At the
age of eight years he made himself acquainted with the art
of government, and began to reign [!]. When he was six-
teen years old he took one thousand Persian warriors; but
according to others he selected four thousand, and marched
against a horde of Arabs who had invaded the frontiers of
Persia, and were engaged in killing and plundering. He
fell upon them like a sudden judgment, and slew every one
of the invaders whom he was able to catch, so that only
those who had escaped from his sword fled back to their
country, no trace of them being left on the banks of the
Euphrates and Tigris. Then he prepared boats, on which
he embarked and reached Qotaif. In the country of Bah-
rain he made great havoc. Thence he marched to Hajar,
where he killed so many of the Beni Tamim, and Bakr Bin
W&bel, and A'bdnlqais, and of other tribes which were
there, that he became tired of exterminating them, but
ordered the shoulder-blades of the [captive] Arabs to be
perforated, and strings to be drawn through them, where-
fore he was surnamed Shapur ZuJlaktaf [Shapur of the
shoulder-blades].

It is recorded in the ' Meadows of Gold/ that when the
Beni Tamim fled from his wrath, they intended to carry
with them also A'mru Bin Tamim, who had reached the
age of three hundred years, but that he refused to comply,
saying: ' Leave me where I am, that I may liberate you
from the ire of this king, who has overpowered the Arabs."
The Beni Tamim accordingly abandoned him and departed.
The next day, when the army arrived in the country of the
Beni Tamim, none of the inhabitants could be found
except A'mru. When he was brought to the presence of
2<*4 See footnote 257.